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Hmong Studies Journal Publishes Special Hmong Across Borders 
Conference Issue at www.hmongstudiesjournal.org 

The Saint Paul-based Hmong Studies Journal is pleased to announce the publication of a special 
issue commemorating the Hmong Across Borders Conference that was held at the University of 
Minnesota-Twin Cities in the Fall of 2013. Special issue co-editors, Dr. Mark Pfeifer, Editor of 
the Hmong Studies Journal, and Dr. Pa Der Vang, Assistant Professor at the University of Saint 
Catherine, explained: “This volume is the culmination of a process involving the selection of 
speeches and papers elaborating on important themes that were the focus of the Hmong Across 
Borders Conference held at the University of Minnesota, Twin Cities in October 2013. These 
themes included: Cross Comparative Research in Hmong Studies across the Hmong Diaspora in 
Asia, the United States and elsewhere and emerging work in Critical Hmong Studies. We believe 
several articles in the volume make major contributions to Hmong research including Dr. Bruce 
Downing’s keynote on the history of Hmong Studies at the University of Minnesota and Dr. 
Prasit Leepreecha’s keynote discussion on the relationship between Hmong Studies and 
transnationalism.”  

An internet-based journal, the Hmong Studies Journal is the only peer-reviewed academic 
publication devoted to the scholarly discussion of Hmong history, Hmong culture, Hmong 
people, and other facets of the Hmong experience in the U.S., Asia and around the world. The 
Hmong Studies Journal has now published 18 online issues in 15 volumes with a total of 135 
scholarly articles since 1996. The Hmong Across Borders Conference was made possible with 
the support of the Luce Foundation, the University of Minnesota’s Imagine Fund for Special 
Events, Asian American Studies Program, Immigration History Research Center and Archives 
(IHRC), the Institute for Advanced Study, the Hmong Studies Consortium, and the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison’s Center for Southeast Asian Studies. 
 
 
 
 
 



HMONG STUDIES JOURNAL HMONG ACROSS BORDERS CONFERENCE ISSUE 
CONTENT 
 

Welcoming and Keynote Speeches 

Welcoming Remarks by Dr. Yang Dao 

Hmong Across Borders or Borders Across Hmong? Social and Political Influences Upon Hmong 
People: Keynote Speech by Dr.  Prasit Leepreecha 
 
Hmong Research – Then and Now: Closing Keynote Speech by Dr. Bruce T. Downing  

Research Articles 

Constructing a Governing Rationale: Developing Lao Hmong Refugees at Wat Tham Krabok by 
David Chambers 

Crossing Borders in Birthing Practices: A Hmong Village in Northern Thailand (1987-2013) by 
Dr. Kathleen A. Culhane-Pera, Sarinya Sriphetcharawut , Rasamee Thawsirichuchai, Wirachon 
Yangyeunkun, and Dr. Peter Kunstadter 

Reflections on Crossing Borders in Birthing Practices: Hmong in one Village in Northern 
Thailand and Hmong in Saint Paul, Minnesota by Dr. Kathleen A. Culhane-Pera 

Mental Health and Hmong Americans: A comparison of two generations by Dr. Pa Der Vang 
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worked with the Hmong community intermittently in Chiang Mai Thailand since 1988 and in 
Saint Paul Minnesota since 1983, currently at West Side Community Health Services. 
 

 
 
Dr. Bruce Downing is an Associate Professor Emeritus of Linguistics at the University of Minnesota. 
 
 
 



 
 
Dr. Peter Kunstadter, an epidemiologist anthropologist, has conducted qualitative and 
quantitative research since 1963 with highland minorities including Hmong in Thailand and 
California. He is Senior Investigator with the Program for HIV Prevention and Treatment, 
Chiang Mai Thailand.  

 
Dr. Mai Na M. Lee is an Assistant Professor in the Department of History at the University of 
Minnesota, Twin Cities.  
 
 

 
 
Dr. Prasit Leepreecha is on the Faculty of Social Sciences at the Department of Social Sciences 
and Development at Chiang Mai University in Thailand. 
 
 



 
 
Dr. Sarinya Sriphetcharawut is a lecturer at Department of Occupational Therapy, Faculty of 
Associated Medical Sciences, Chiang Mai University, Chiang Mai Thailand. 
 

 
 
Ms. Rasamee Thawsirichuchai is a community researcher with Dr. Peter Kunstadter at the 
Program for HIV Prevention and Treatment, Chiang Mai Thailand.  

 



 

Mr. Wirachon Yangyeunkun is a community researcher with Dr. Peter Kunstadter at the Program 
for HIV Prevention and Treatment, Chiang Mai Thailand 

 

 
 
Dr. Pa Der Vang is an assistant professor of Social Work at St. Catherine University/University 
of St. Thomas School of Social Work. 
 



 
 
Dr. Yang Dao received his Ph.D. in Social Science from the Sorbonne, University of Paris, France, 
in May 1972. He taught courses in Hmong language and culture at the University of Minnesota, 
Twin Cities for several years. Today, he is retired and serves as a consultant on South-East Asian 
Education and Cultures. 

 
 
ABOUT THE HMONG STUDIES JOURNAL 
 
Volume 15, Issue 2 and previous volumes of the Hmong Studies Journal may be viewed online 
at: http://www.hmongstudiesjournal.org/ 
 
All of the Hmong Studies Journal articles published since 1996 listed by scholar name may be 
viewed here: http://www.hmongstudiesjournal.org/hsj-articles-by-author.html 
 
All of the Hmong Studies Journal articles published since 1996 listed by topic may be viewed 
here: http://www.hmongstudiesjournal.org/hsj-articles-by-topic.html 
 
The Hmong Studies Journal’s Facebook page may be viewed at: 
 http://www.facebook.com/pages/Hmong-Studies-Journal/109572888812?ref=nf 
 
The Hmong Studies Journal's Twitter feed may be viewed at: http://twitter.com/HmongStudies 
 
The Hmong Studies Journal is an open access, peer-reviewed journal available free of charge on 
the internet to students, scholars and the community. The scholarly contents of the Hmong 
Studies Journal are also distributed to hundreds of academic libraries around the world through 
content sharing agreements with EBSCO, ProQuest, H.W. Wilson, Asia-Studies Full-Text and 
Gale/Cengage. The journal is included in EBSCO's Academic Search Complete database, 



ProQuest's Ethnic News Watch database, H.W. Wilson's Social Science Full-Text database, the 
Asia-Studies Full-Text database and Gale/Cengage's Academic OneFile, Global Issues in 
Context, History Resource Center and InfoTrac databases.  
 
The Hmong Cultural Center in Saint Paul, MN (www.hmongcc.org) and its Hmong Resource 
Center Library (www.hmonglibrary.org) are partners of the Hmong Studies Journal in outreach 
and print distribution initiatives.  
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