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What’s in 
tomorrow’s 

TVs? Smarts

By Ryan Nakashima
Associated Press

LAS VEGAS — In the not-so-distant 
future, couch potatoes will be waving, 
pointing, swiping and tapping to make their 
TVs react, kind of like what Tom Cruise 
did in 2002’s “Minority Report.” That’s the 
vision of TV manufacturers as they show 
off “smart TVs.” 

The sets will recognize who’s watching 
and will try to guess what viewers want to 
see. They’ll respond to more natural speech 
and will connect with your smartphone in a 
single touch.  

The idea is to make TV watching eas-
ier and more pleasant as viewers are 
confronted with more and more choices — 
from the hundreds of live TV channels

Televisions one day soon may 
be able to read your mind

Gun show 
at school 
not the 
first time

By Chris Vetter
Chippewa Falls News Bureau

The Cornell schools superinten-
dent said he treats all organizations 
who want to rent school facilities 
equally, even if that means hosting a 
gun show this week-
end in the wake of 
last month’s shoot-
ing in Newtown, 
Conn., in which 20 
first-graders and six 
educators were mas-
sacred in the nation’s 
second deadliest 
school shooting. 

“It was here last 
year too,” Superintendent Paul 
Schley said of the Cornell Gun Show, 
sponsored by Marv Kraus Promo-
tions. “We follow the same policies 
for every group. We’ve had funerals 
here, we’ve had Bible camps. It’s the 
biggest building in the city.”

An estimated 1,000 people are 
expected to attend the gun show at 
the high school gymnasium. The 
event isn’t the only upcoming gun 
show in the region at a seemingly 
unlikely location. On Jan. 18-19, 
Alliance Church, 502 21st St. N. in 
Menomonie, will host the Menom-
onie Sportsmen’s Expo and Gun 
Show, an event sponsored by Alli-
ance Men’s Ministry Outreach,
or AMMO.

Cornell school district 
previously rented out 
gymnasium for the event

Roundabout 
rejection

By Andrew Dowd
Leader-Telegram staff

The Eau Claire City Coun-
cil stood fast on a budget 
cut made two months ago, 
although some members were 
concerned it could impact a 
new commercial development.

Eight votes were needed, 
but only four supported over-
turning a $250,000 fund-
ing cut made by the council 
in November to a proposed 
roundabout at a North Cross-
ing intersection in north-
east Eau Claire where there’s 
interest in new commercial 
buildings.

City Manager Russell Van 
Gompel brought the cut up 
for reconsideration upon a 
request from developer Neil 
Haselwander.

“I wanted to show our com-
mitment of working with the 

developer to make sure this 
occurs within city limits,” Van 
Gompel said.

While Van Gompel indi-
cated he supported undoing 
the budget cut, he noted it is 
the council’s prerogative.

Councilwoman Jackie Pav-

elski and others voted to keep 
the cut because they were 
bothered by the lack of an 
agreement with the developer 
or details on what will be built 
there.

“It does not need to be ear-
marked for this particular 
project unless we know what 
it is,” she said.

 Haselwander is planning to 
bring a developer’s agreement 
forward in the next couple of 
months, Van Gompel said.

The land is zoned for com-
mercial development, but 
Haselwander told the Leader-
Telegram last week that he 
could not say what will be 
built there until contracts are 
signed.

Haselwander did get plans 
approved in 2008 for a hotel,

Funds targeted for traffi c project 
at North Crossing commercial 

development site will not increase

Staff photos by Steve Kinderman

The City Council declined to boost funding Tuesday evening for a proposed roundabout at the intersection 
of Black Avenue and the North Crossing on Eau Claire’s northwest side. Developer Neil Haselwander 
is working on deals for commercial construction near the intersection, which could begin in spring.
View more photos at LeaderTelegram.com/photo.
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We can count the Hmong impact

By Eric Lindquist
Leader-Telegram staff

The Eau Claire metropolitan area is 
home to the 20th-largest Hmong commu-
nity in the United States, according to a 
new study.

The expansive report by the St. Paul-
based Hmong Studies Journal shows that 
not only did the U.S. Hmong population 
increase by 40 percent from 2000 to 2010, 

but the Hmong have 
made significant gains 
in educational attain-
ment, employment, 
income and language 
acquisition.

Hmong residents 
in Wisconsin had higher rates of college 
attendance and high school graduation and 
lower poverty and high school dropout 
rates than the Hmong population nation-
wide, the report indicates.

Eau Claire has 20th-largest 
U.S. community, study fi nds

Phat Poonjaison of Wausau helps Yer Thao of Eau Claire with a traditional Hmong dress at the 2011 
Hmong new year celebration in Eau Claire. The Hmong population in the Eau Claire metropolitan 

area increased 43 percent to 2,749 from 2000 to 2010, a new report shows. Staff file photo

ERA ENDING?
Historic grocery store
in Rock Falls could close
if buyer not found.
CITY/REGION/3A

75¢

Durand’s 
Jake Weber, 

right, vs. 
Regis’ Billy 

Wampler

Associated Press

Attendees look at an installation made with smart TVs 
at the Samsung booth, Tuesday during the International 
Consumer Electronics Show in Las Vegas.

■ Chart details 
Midwest Hmong 
population 
centers/2A

See HMONG, Page 2A

Schley

■ What: Cornell Gun Show.
■ When: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday; 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Sunday. 
■ Where: Cornell High School, 708 
Bridge St.
■ Admission: $5. 
■ Information: 563-608-4401; 
MT3AK@iowatelecom.com;
marvkrauspromotions.com.

See GUN, Page 2A

See SMARTS, Page 9A
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DURAND COACH’S REVENGE
Ex-Altoona star, now the
Panthers coach, leads his team
over former rival Regis. SPORTS/1B


