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Abstract

The Hmongwho allied with the Royal Lao GovernmefRLG) and the United Stateiiring
t he fSecr etwebtcano fieetheir romedand when the RLE@I to Communist
control. They escapetb refugee camps in Thailand. During confinement the women uipew
their exceptioal needlework skills and lived experiences to create a new artusing a
culturally relevant mediurto embroider colorful images on cloth to tell their storidss article
features aare storycloth depictingmilitary operations iad life at Lima Site 137 during the
A S e dMar® Because little information is available about this specific site, the article begins
with background information atiie overall purpose of Lima Sites with emphasis on those that
are more well known. The &le adrances with a photo of Hmong refugessablishing a
temporary shelter in the jungle after fleeing from the Communist Pathet Lao and North
Vietnamese soldiersA portion of these refugees eventually hdusafety at Lima Site 137,
providing asegueto the featuredtory cloth. Thisethnographic textilartis supplemented with
rare photos and the firbiand experiences of Retired Captain Lee GosselFrederic Bensan
Both provided humanitarian effort the Royal Lao Governmeand the Hmongeople &ected
by the warExtended effors weremadeto talk toHmong individuals whianad experienced life
at LS137, butthose wdearned of were no longer available to share their st@mdsct photos
of daily life at other Lima Siteadd breadth and depth to our understanding of life during the war
as experienced by both the refugees and the United States humanithosserved them.

Keywords:Hmong, Secret War, Storycloths

Introduction
In 1954Laosgained full independence as a constitutional monaithg.Hmong haa
relatively peaceful and seBufficient life in the highlands of Laos, until 196then the Vietnam
War covertly extended into LaoBespite the Geneva Accord61954 and 1962he North
Vietnamesaided thePathet Lao in theicomnunist political movementn responsgthe United
States Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) provided financial and military supptiré tRoyal
Kingdom of Laosto resist these communist effarkémong merand boys \ere recruited by each

of the opposing sides
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During thecoverto r i S eroin leavs approximately 45Qima Stes(Hammond2017)
served as clandestine U.S. military installationsctorducting covert panailitary and combat
operations, as well as humanitarian efforts for Lao and Hmong @lke&er, 2006, updated
2016) Lima sites, many of which weredimertary airstripscarved from thenountaintopof
each command postllowedaccessility by fixed-wing aircraft. The Helio Courier and P&
Pilatus Porter aircraft accommodatiights over rugged terrain gdgged mountain peakss
well asshortrunways for take offs and landin(Rtaff, 1995)Smaller landing zones were

clearal for helicopters. In additionrdp zonesvere cleared to recevairdrops of supplies

carriedby Air America and Continental Air Services.

Figure 1. Captain Lee Gossedtriving at a Lima Sitewest of Long Tieng, in hi€ontinental

Air ServicePilatusPorter.The purpose of thenited States Agency for International
Developmen{USAID) flights were often related to public health issu#siped and Green
(Blue) HmongVillagers are dresed in traditional Hmong attir€outesy of Retired Captain Lee
Gossett ©.
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Figure2. PilatusPortertaking flight fromairstrip atLima Sitelocatedfour miles west of Long
Tieng Photo ourtesy of Retired Captain Lee Gosgett

We advanceby providingexamples of welknownLima Steswith accompanying photos to
convey their diversity and importance and to place the featured Litmavighin context of the
greater whole.

Long Tieng (LS-20A)

Long Tieng (a.k.a. Long Chenglso referred to as Lima Si#0A (LS-20A) was located in
the highands ofXiangkhouanda.k.a Xieng KhouanyProvince anderved as the military air
base for the antommunist Hmong forcded by Geneal Vang Pao (refer to Figui®. Long
Tiengwas the busiest Lima Site amttluded living quarters fosoldiers and their families, a
market district fo supplies, and a school fohildren.To viewa story cloth thatncludes Long

Tieng with accompanying vintage photos of life at2(A during thewar, refer to Gerdner
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(2015, pp. 1619). Responsibilitieof the Hmong soldiers who served the United States included

rescuing allied pilots wdse aircraft had been shot down andlectingintelligence for the CIA.

Figure 3 Aerial view of Long Tieng oL S-20A. Photo taken by Captain Lee Gossett © while
flying east.
Bon Xon or Ban Houei Pamone (L&72)

Thebase for théJnited State Agency for Intermtional Development (USI®) of
Northeastern Laosvasoriginally located atima Site20 (LS-20) or Sam ThongHowever, this
site wasoverrunby the North Viethamese on March 19, 1908AID, requiring the subsequent
relocationto Lima Site272 (LS-272) alsdknown as Bon Xon or Ban Houei Pamone (réde
Figure 4). LS272becamdhe second busiest Lima Site at an elevation of 1000 feetrand

airstrip of3040 feet
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Figure 4 Aerial view ofBon Xon or Ban Houei PamoiieS-272). Office and warehouse
buildings are situatedorth, alongthe center segment of the runway. The htaps located
center left posterior tthe airport. A refugee villagecated in théower rightcorner of the
image Photo takerMarch 1971by Frederic C. Benson ©. University of Wisconsfladison
Libraries. Southast Asian Images and Texts. Frederic C. Benson Laotian Slide Collection
(19681974).
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Figure 5 Aircraft on ramp at L&72 are from right to leftAir America H-34 helicopters, Air
America Caribou, Continental Twin Otters, Air Americéal23.(Photo courtesy o€aptain Lee
Gosseto).

Unidentified Smaller Lima Site

An example of amaller Lima Siteis shown in Figure 6Theair strip is shortiad elevated

above the villageThere are a number of worn foot paths in the area.
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Figure 6 Hmong village and @strip north ofPhu Cum S-50). Courtesy of Retired Captain Lee
Gosset©.

Fleeing Danger in Pursuit of Safety

Throughout the war Hmong villagers were often fortmetlee fromtheir current area of
sanctuandue tothethreat of Communist troops. For example, Mok Plai-(l98)waslocated a
short distanceartheast oMak Phout (LS137) andell to the Communistsr March1966(a
date that corresponds to the photdéigure 7) Survivorsfled to the jungle while carrying
neededsuppliessuch as cooking poth.was hereat this undisclosed location (Figure 7), where
White Hmong refugees and members of the Royal Lao milsi@yed until finding a safer area
to settle. They quickly erected temporégntos covered witlioliage for camouflaged shelter.
Propped against the leamatfar left, is awater vessel with slanted end, made froseetion of

hollow bamboo Nearby les a pile of wood that has recently been gathdmned blackened pots
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have been unpacked and are ready for use at the carfipm{eot has a stick resting against the
inner rim, that will be used as a utensil to stir food during the cooking précessety of ages
are represented this refugee group, with the youngest being a nursairy. Importantlynany

of the refugees who flellok Plai (LS-193)after it fell, eventually foud safety at Mak Phout

(LS- 137)ten miles to thesouth(Udol, August 2, 1960Anthony & Sexton1993.

Figure 7 White Hmong refugeesiding inthejungle following escape from Mok Plai (E823)
duringCommunist takeoveil heirtemporary camp sit@aserected witHeantos Photo taken in
March1966 by Ernest Kuh@®. University of WisconsirMadison Libraries. Southeast Asian
Images and Texts. Ernest and Phaythoune Kuhn Image Collection.

Figure 8 displays portion of a military mapdentifying the locations d¥ok Plai (LS193)
in relation toMak Phout(LS-137) along with othenearby landmarkdviak Phout [(S-137)

appears to have overlookBabute 4 fow known as Route 18pnnecting Nam Bac (L-803)
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andMuong Sai (-27), both trade centerdlotethesolitaryL in L-27, continues to represent the

word Lima but generallydentifiedalonger runway, including some that weraved.
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Figure 8 Military Map showingcircled in red withMak Plai (LS193)andMak Phout (LS137)
circled in red with an arrow pointing at fthese sites are shown relation to each other and
other Lima Sites in the are@ourtesy of Frederic C. Benson.

During thewar, Hmong refugees fromthernearbyareas sought safety at Mélout (LS
137). For example, earlier in 1965 refug&es the geater Muong Sai ardeaveled
east/southeast to Lao Ta (LS 121), continued on to MoKIE$2193) until eventually reaching

Mak Phout (LS137)(Author Unknown, March 17, 1969Ve advance Ydiscussing-S-137

(Mak Phouy, the feature of this article.

10
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Mak Phout or Lima Site 137 (LS137)
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Figure 9. Rare story cloth depicting Lima Site 137. Dimensions: width 62 inches, height 59
inches. Artist unknown. Personal collection of Linda A. Gerdner.

The artist of this masterful story clotiiFigure 9) is unknown. Rrdy did the artist provide
an embroidered name or signatoretextile at such as this (Gerdner, 2019) is plausible the
artist had firsthand expeence at LS137. It sems doubtful this textile awasmadesolely as a
commercial productAn extraordinaryamountof time was required fahe masterful attention to

11
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detail that focusesn a specific Lima Site not generally well knownmportantly, Pao Ly Moua,
commanded the area bfiang Prabang Province to the north and northwest of Rkt
(Douanovixay, October 211970).He and his family immigrated ©anada following thevar,
where he livedn Ontario until hisdeath in 200@Unknownauthor, 2018).In 2005,Lemoine
reporteda population of approximately 600 Hmoligng in Canada.These numbers have
remained relatively stable with the majority of citizens with Hmong heritage living in the
province of OntarioReportedlythe owner othis vintage story cloth (prior tits purchase by
Linda Gerdner in 2018yasan affluent couple who lived in Canada and traveled extensively.
We do nd know their ethnic background or if thexere the original owners.

Methods

Discussion of thetory cloth is divided into two sectionilitary Operations andlife of
Refugees. While the artist had a clear understanding of the story represented by the embroidered
images, we conducted a careful and exhaustive search of available resourcesd@expan
understanding.

A minimal amounbf information s available in the literature aadcessiblenilitary
documents abdaMak Phout (Lima Site 137)Wewere unable to find anghotographs of LS
137 in thearchives that we had accessHmwever the featuredtory clothrepresentshe first
hand account of botimilitary operations and life akefugees living at L37. This is arare find,
in both content and artistic detdilS-137 was located in Luang Prabang Province in Northern
Lacs at an elevation of 3700 feet witrsarfaceareaof 975 feet x 60 feet (Flight Information
Center Vientiane, March April 1967).

The skill and mastergf theartistis apparenin the minute dedils of eachembroidered

image within the numerous sceradghestory cloth. These details allowed Lee Gossett and

12
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Frederic C. Benson to identify specific weapons and militagyaft representedn addition,
their humanitarian experience in working with refugates variety of Lima #esin Laos
provided them witlihe knowledgef military scenes.

The diverse background and erpace of theauthors in culmination brgit a multitude of
knowledge and resourcesprovide a greater understanding of $k&ry embroidered on this
cloth. Additional resourcegsed to enhance our understanding includigary and university
archivesaHmongLeaderof the i S e ¢ r kadwledyeabléindong American community
leadersandAmerican colleagues who hadipported the Royal Lao Governméant.aos,

The story cloth is supplemented with embroidered wtrdgcompany select scenés.
family member or frienadvho was in the process of learning the English language often inserted
the abridged text in pen or p@hon the clothSubsequently, the artist carefully embroidered
each letter to finish theasterpiece. As we will see this procesy mn&olve a few spelling
errors. Although these errs may be otoncern tasome it reflects the deep desire to promote
culturalunderstanding despite limitations associated with the English language.

Closeup phdography isused to explain individual scenefkthe story clothPhotos taken at
various Lima Sites durinthewar, thatparallel embroidered sceneseincorporatednto the
textto enhance understanding from within a #kf& context.More specific methods of inquiry
are incorporated into the text as the need arises.

Military Operations

The upper portion of thstory cloth is labeleéi Ou 't p oismha oSi tLe 1370 (refer
10). The aircraftflying overheads a T-28, used to carrpombs andvas armedvith machine
guns Armed soldiers are stationed atop the sith a number afents posted on tH&at surface.

One tentconceals all but the barrel of a Howitzer artillery field gbatin stitcles wereused to

13
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fill the grayish bluesuiface of therocky outpost.This type of embroideris typically usé to fill
small areasind becomes time consuming, requirgrgat skill o fill a large areavhile
maintaining a smooth surfadeee of puckers The use ofatin sticlesin this exanple reflects

the artisb sommitment and dedication to qualitiyadderglikely made of bamboaolerebuilt

along the steep sidéo gain access by fooSmall trees grow in rockgrevices.

Figure 10 The aircraft shown above #&sT-28 and wasised to carrpombs and machine guns.

This scene continues to thight of the story @th (closeup in Figure 11 A CH-46 Chinook
helicoper is seenexternally transpaing a second Howitzer by slirig the siteHowever, this
specific model was not available in Laadtil late 1972 or 1973, by that time 1187 had fden
to the Communists, agill be explained later. In addition,anH-34 helicopter is transporting a

box of needed military supplies to the soldidiise red circular emblem displayed on military

14
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aircraft representthe Royal Lao emblem referred to asaivan, a threéeaded white elephant

standing against a red backgroumtis emblem will be showwith greater detail ifrigures 19

and20.

Figure 11.Suppliesbeing delivered to Lima Site 137

The Royal Lao flagvith theErawan or thredeaded white elephaist flying from the pole in
thescene labelediStuation Btatior] of GMo (refer to Figure 12 In this examplethe initials
GM areused as an acronyfor Groupement Mobilea termdescribingthe organization of
regimental unitsThe term reflectshe prior French Colonial rule over Ladsis area is partially
enclosed by protective barbed wildne artist meticulously included the sharp intermittent points

along the strands of wire.

15
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Figure 12 Sol diers are standi ng Thabodyofdvatérensi ve p

| abel ed ARi veod [ Ri theMamOuRser.l i kely a tributary
Figure 13providesa act ual p h o at a differént railitady pubposBtaneimgdnh

a tendh provides soldiers withgreaterdegree of protectiorlhe ziggag configuration

allows the soldiers to fire from a variety of anglés.addition,if a hand grenadesitossed into

the trenchthe Z configuration wouldielp toblock flying shrapnel.

16
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Figure 13 Actual6 Z 6 tatmditarg dutpost alNong Luang I(S-322) within the Sayaboury
Province A mortaris in the round fox holen the left PhototakenFebruaryl971 byFrederic C.
Benson®©. University of WisconsirMadison Librares. Southeast Asian Images arek(b.
Frederic C. Benson Laotian Slide Collect({d@9681974)

Advancing tothe left of the story cloth, a scendabeledwith thefollowing embroidered

words,i Out post 0187 (&Mrtd Figurd 18 The featured scenepsotected byhe

meticdously stitchedenceof batbedwire.

17
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Figure 14 Outpostthatservesasa defensive position or base carnfipe brown peaked
structures likely represent bunkers, while tight brown squares likelyepresentox holes.

18
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Figure 15 Royal Lao soldiers on guard at Nam Ngum baitpost Behind isthe Nam Ngum
Dam under construction, Mientiane Provice Thelow wovenbamboo structure with wide
angled roois a bunkerPhoto taka Decanber 1968 by Frederic C. Benson ©. University of
WisconsinMadison Librares. Southeast Asian Images arexfs.Frederic C. Benson Laotian
Slide Collection(19681974)
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Figure 16 Strategic Hmong wtpostat Bouam LongLS-32) secured by barbed wire. LR is
locatednortheast ofthe Plain of Jarsn Xiangkhouang(a.ka. Xieng Khouanp Photo taken
March 1971 by Frestic C. Benso®. University of WisconsirMadison Librares. Southeast
Asian Images andekts.Frederic C. Benson Laotian Slide Collect{d@®681974)

Note themasterful attention taninuteembroideredletails of eachsoldierin the Royal Lao
Army (refer to Figure 1) Military helmetsare covered with nettingllowing for the insertion
of camouflage materialsuch as foliagdt should be noted thabkliersalsoworeredberets as
shown in Figure 15Thes o | ddark greei®ackpacksncludepockets outlined in light green
thread.Some soldiers have a beigmloredbagfilled with rice, restingon topof their backack
Soldiers aravalking singlefile; eachshoeis embroidered witla sharply defind hed. Individual
soldiers carnanintricately embroidered weapon, likely an Mt6émplete with diny
embroidered triggeBeltswith individual pocketsto holdammo clipsare worn around the

waste While walkingsingle filealong the patisoldies alternateby eithergraspinganM16

20
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outward (in the event of an enemtgack) oresting the M1@&gainsthar right shoulder A

subtitle explains that the soldiers are wogdn thefield, referringto the military field.

Figure 17 Closeup shows embroidered detail of Royal Lao soldiers.

An area toward théorefront(Figure 1§ is labeledi f i ederdplane® Althoughthe
embroideredgpellingo f i a e r onpt coasisters with thesU.S. spelling of airplabetis
consistentvith the Canadiarspelling The plane takindlight is aTurbo Pilatis Porter. A
helicopterhas lande@n the rightside ofthe landing padwith rotor blades in a slowing motion,
while ground cre&v approach to assist the pildtee Gossett explainegilots séddom shut down
anaircraf®d s e n g i nanairstnp ordanding @ad; this protocol facilitates a quick airborne
response if the enemyfisund to be nearby. Thigrategy also prevents the potential inability of
restarting an engine that has been shut déwrelicopterpositioredon the leftsideof the
landing pad hasstrotor bladespinning atan accelerated speedpreparation folift off. The
two soldies, nearesthis helicopterare talking and appear relaxed

Theemblemonthe fuselage ofachaircraft is morevisible than previously showrut
remairs small The ornate detail of therawanis difficult to reproducen ahandembroidered
image especially on such a small scakor a largeimage refer to the photéigure 19 of a
Royal Lao Military H3 0 us ed dur i n.gA dethiled gamiemage efttheEvsevan
is displayed in Figu 2Q

21
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Figure 18 A Turbo Pilatus Porter or Continental Air Service PortertaaH-34 helicopters
(Sikorsy UH-34D Seahorse)
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Figure 19 Royal LaoMilitary H-34 helicopterat Muang NangLS-254) in Luang Prabang
Province Note theroundel withErawan representing the Royal Lao Airforaisplayedon the
fuselage of the helicoptdPhoto taken October 1968 by Frederic C. Bersodniversity of
WisconsinMadison Librares. Southeast Asian Images arexfs.Frederic C. Benson Laotian
Slide Collection(19681974)

Figure20. Rounel of theRoyal Lao Airforcedisplayedon military aircraft Courtesy of
Wikimedia Commons

Life of Refugees

The next section of this article is dedicated toehwroidered scenes portraying life during
the war for Hmog refugees and other§he methods ér this section involvedxterded effots
to learn the stories of the Hmong peopleo hadalived experienceaat LS 137. However,those
thatwe did learn of wereno longer avadble to share their storida addition theimpaired
cognitivestatusof another potential informaprevenédhis story from being told.

We were not able to find any photgisecific tolife at LS-127. However wedid incorporate
selectphotosfrom the collections oRetired Captain Lee Gossdttrederic C. Benson, as well as
Ernest and Phaythoune Kuhn. Althouglkse photos afeom otherLima Sites theyaddbreadth
and depth to understandihfig during the war s experienced by both the refugees and the
United States humanitarians. All photos are reprinted with permission.

We continue oudiscussion with a scenecated taheright of theairfield labeledfi Vi | | ag e
Hmongo This scene is labeled incorrectly, an obvioumem English terminology, but the
reason for this eor may be more complexrhe Hmongpeoplelived in the highlands of Laos,

23
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building their homesn ground level with ararthen floorThe Khmu people are also reported

to have lived in the vicinity of Mak Phoubékan, November 28, 1966) during the war.

However the Khmu peoplare a midland ethnic group (Schlemmer, 2017) who lived at a lower
altitude than the Hmond\s a resultKhmu villagers built their homes on stilts to prevent
flooding during the monsoon season. The altitude differences may have prevented or limited
contact between these two groLipse mislabeledillage is likelya Khmuvillage. In addition,

the coupleentering thevillage are dressed in the traditional attire of the Khmu people (refer to
Figure 21). The worn and tattered pants of the man suggest the difficult living conditions
imposed by the war. The couple are each carrying a heavy cloth bag orathkeindd is

supported by a strap across their forehead, as is the custom of the Khmu people. The language
difference between the twethnic groups likely contributed to inaccurate use of teWihout
knowing the exact reason for the error, we are confitteHmong people would know without

a doubt that the images were not a Hmong village or of Hmong people.

24
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Figure2l Thearealabeled Vi | | a g eappeansotabg dllage of Khmupeople whalso
lived at Mak Phout. Traditionally, th&hmulived at alower altitude than the Hmonggeople,
requiring them tduild their homes on stilt® prevent flooding during the monsoon seaJdre
body of wat er ennspodsibhd tridutary ofNa@Ou r i v

Figure 22provides gohoto of & actualKhmu village with homesonstructed on stiltShe
photo inFigure 23is of awoman, likely an ethnic Khmuwarrying a heavy bag supported by a

strap near the top of her hedthisis in contrast to the Hmong people who carry items in a

woven baskesupported by a leather strap across ehohlder (refer td-igures 24, 26, 28
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Figure 22 Khmu villagein Houei Tong (L$196) in eastern Luang Prabang Provirigoto
taken November 1966 by Ernest Ku@inUniversity of WisconsirfMadison Libraries. Southeast
Asian Images and Texts. Ernest and Phaythoune Kuhn Image Collection.
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Figure 23. Ethnic Lao woman (possitypmu) carrying a heavy cloth bag strapped across her
head while walking along a worn pathtiwviwo pigs. Note, she is also carrying a carbirie fdr
protectionin case of an encounter with the enemy. Photo courtesy of Retired Captain Lee
Gossett ©.

The lower porn of thestay cloth depictsStripedHmongvillagerstending to thelaily
chores necessary for survivaihey are recognized by their traditional attire which includes blue
stripes appliged on their sleeved.he scene in the lower left corner, shows the villagers
harvesting ricérefer to Figure 24 The plants includg@anicles created with chain stitof to
representhe attachedrains of rice Cut stalks aréhrashed obeaten to freéhegrains of rice
while retainingtheir protective huskBarestdks or straw,are arranged in a stack aiaterfed to
livestock A parallel photo in Figue 25shows a Hmong man harvesting a dry rice field during

the war.
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Figure 24. Striped Hmong villagers harvestamgl thrashingice.
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Figure 25 Hmongmanharvesting ricanear Nam Hian SayabouryProvince Photo taken

October 196&y Frederic C. Bens@. University of WisconsisMadison Libraries. Southeast
Asian Images and Texts. Frederic C. Benson Laotian Slide Collection-{B988.

Next, the loose grains of rice grkaced in the bwl of arice pounder to cradcke hulls, as
shown in Figure 26 A man poundsice while his wife tossegounded rice on a winnowirtgay,
allowing gravity to releasthe hulls. Meanwhile, a woman replenishes the feeding trabgt
drawsthe attention o& hungrylactating sow whose piglets scamper behDidectly belowthis

scenevillagersareharvesting corn in the field.
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Figure 26 The Hmong are an agrarian people. Here they are shown pounding rice, feeding a
lactating sow wit piglets, and harvesting corn.

Rice pounders ere impracticato transport while #eing the Communistan foot through
the jungle. Hmong people were resilt andadaped to theharsh living conditioaimposed by
the war. In Figure 27, &triped Hmong woman demonstrates how she adapted the task of
poundng rice, while hidingin the jungle from the @mmunistsTo simulatea rice pounder, she

scoopedut a shallow area of ground. She theolded the excess soil aroutte sides of the
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depressed area simulatea bowl Next,shec over ed t he earthen fAbowl o
fabric and placed rice on the center of the fab8be use@ carved wooden poundi® crack the
hulls. Apparently, she was so satisfied with this method that she continued to use it after

relocating to a Lima SitéNote the winnowing tray positiondxy her side.

Figure 27 A StripedHmong womanat Phou Sat (LS-178) located in the eastern portion of
Luang Prabang Providenaemonstrataes an adapted metbbpounding ricevhile hiding in

the jungle from the Pathet Lao. Photo taken in 1968 by ErnestdXubniversity of Wisconsin
Madison Libraries. Southeast Asian Images and Texts. Ernest and Phaythoune Kuhn Image
Collection.

As shown in the lower right corner of the story cloth (Figure 28) the process of grinding corn

requires two personfn this examplethe man drops thieernels inthe open holef themill stone
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while his wifemanually rotates the wooden appardtugenerat¢he grinding motion of the

stoneThe couplsafélystrappalbly tiost he mobabyecanér.Jhiskfraes k wi t h
themot her 60 s h asoshsis a@le tb canpleteslaaily choresA manfeedsground

corn tothechickens Nearby is the poultritousebuilt on stilts.Underthe slanted roof is a nest

with threeh e ne@gs nestleth the center. Two gositeach with horns and a beard, saunter

nearby. Embroidred lettering in the lowerrigitor ner expl ains, fAThe HmMmon

wor king, helping soldiers.o

Figure 28 The Striged Hmong villagers are busy with chores that include grinding corn, feeding
chickens, pounding rice, winnowing rice and gathering firewood.

As discussegbreviously, Mak Phoutl(S-137) provided shelter to Hmong refugees seeking
safety. Figure29 portraysagroup of Hmongefugees, with pack horses, arriviagMuong
Phun(LS-37) in search oShelter All are loadedwith baskets and bundles sdipplies. A small

boy has dargebasket straped to his back with ateamer pgpeeking out over the topurther
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